TO:
   
Ag-Forestry Working Group (AFWG)

FROM:   
Jack Kartez, WG facilitator/Tom Peterson, WG consultant
SUBJECT:
Update: Agriculture Sector Baseline and Options Analyses, Preparation 

                        for May 27 Meeting
As you know from our emails to you some weeks ago, we will be meeting on May 27 at NRCM in Augusta again.  Each of the four working groups is holding their third meeting during May with the goal of reaching consensus on a baseline and a proposed options package for consideration, to be sent to the Stakeholder Advisory Group for their meeting on June 30.  
Attached to this email you will find our consultant Tom Peterson’s final draft report, for your review, on the Agriculture Sector Baseline (Carbon flux changes to 2010 and 2020) and the Ag Sector Mitigation Options as developed in your previous WG meetings. 
I am sending this report early because it has just been completed, and we will have a lot of other material on the forestry sector to review—which will only be completed next week.

The Ag Options report enclosed now details the estimated annual Carbon savings associated with each of the priority options you have kept in the package, with those savings based on various key assumptions you discussed.   The report shows how much the options would reduce the Ag Sector carbon flux from the 2010 and 2020 baseline levels, as affected by all of the options taken together and, again, given the assumptions made about the implementation of each option (e.g., acres involved, rates of carbon retention, etc., conversion factors like VMT reduced per acre of land conserved in favor of denser growth, etc.).
WHAT IS ATTACHED HERE: Note that three files are attached: 1. A copy of this memo (may be more readable that email) 2; The Ag Sector Report (20 pp.)  3. A five-slide PowerPoint from the Ag Sector Report (5 pp.).  Please note there are Acrobat Reader (PDF-format) files as there are still problems with getting portable Microsoft documents from Tom’s computers.

OVERVIEW OF AG REPORT RESULTS

Within the sector, the baseline trend is for slightly reduced Carbon emissions if existing conditions/trends continue.  Adoption of the options package with the given assumptions would reduce emissions further below the 2010 legislative target level but not the 2020 legislative target level. (See the final graph – the “jaws graph” –in the PowerPoint file or the same graph in the report).  Tom Peterson characterizes the ag options package as “moderately aggressive” and optimistic in terms of its assumptions. 

To keep in mind: The Ag Sector is a small one in terms of the total Statewide greenhouse emissions picture.   Remember also that the Maine GHG plan development rationale is to look for total reduction of Carbon emissions to the 2010 and 2020 Legislated target levels across all sectors combined—so it is not necessary that one sector’s “share” be met only by that sector’s proposed mitigation options.
WHAT TO REVIEW

Please examine the assumptions for each Ag Option, the estimates of carbon saved and (where available) costs.  Note that for some Options, the cost estimate depends on whether life cycle is the basis or not.  If you have any questions about the format, as well as the information, please email Tom (tdp1@mac.com) and myself directly and we will try to respond to your question now, with copies to the group, as this may answer someone else’s question as well.   This will help us get prepared for reaching closure on Ag Sector recommendations to the Stakeholder Group when we meet.
STATUS OF FORESTRY ANALYSIS

A great deal of work with partners has been ongoing to finish the forestry materials.  The forestry baseline, based on USFS modeling revised to fit Maine conditions, is close to completion and we will communicate this as soon before the May 27 meeting as is possible.  Likewise, after a round of input from a number of you on how to define the forest management options for analysis, Tom is in the process of scoring out the carbon savings for those and the previously agreed-to forest options, for review May 27.  Review of the forest baseline and options will be the focus of the May 27 meeting.

I will be forwarding more to you shortly—please email me with any questions.  Thanks
JK

